
 
 

Robert Shaw Core Reading: Early Years 

 

 

 Autumn 
 

Belonging 
 

Identity and Diversity 
Social Justice and Equity 

Spring 
 

Exploring 
 

Sustainable Development 
Globalisation and Interdependence 

 

Summer 
 

Discovering 
 

Peace and Conflict 

Nursery • From Head to Toe? by Eric Carle 

• Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 

• Stick and Stone by Beth Ferry 

• Baby Goes to Market by Atinuke 

• My First Diwali 

• The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas 

• How to catch a star by Oliver Jeffers 

• The Very Busy Spider 
 

• Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 

• The Odd Fish by Naomi Jones 

• One Snowy Night – Percy the Park Keeper 

• The Very Noisy Night by Diana Hendry 

• Little Chick 

• Eat Your Peas by Kez Gray 

• Jack and the beanstalk 

• The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
 

• Think Big by Kez Gray 

• Busy People Police Officer by Lucy 
George 

• The Naughty Bus by  

• Flashing Fire Engines by Tony Mitton 

• Ness the Nurse by Nick Sharratt 

• Zog and The Flying Dr by Julia 
Donaldson 

• Goldilocks and The Three Bears 

Reception • So Much by Trish Cook 

• The Colour Monster Goes to School 
by Anna Llenas 

• Little Glow by Katie Sahota 

• We are All Different 

• Coming to England by Floella 
Benjamin 

• Room on a Broom by Julia Donaldson 

• Scarecrows Wedding  by Julia 
Donaldson 

• 3 Little Pigs 

• Dear Greenpeace by Simon James 

• Clean Up! By Nathan Bryon 

• Percy the Park Keeper – After The Storm 
by Nick Butterworth 

• Non-fiction texts on animal habitats 

• The Way Back Home by Oliver Jeffers 

• Beegu by Alexis Deacon 

• Izzy Gizmo and the Invention Convention 

• Rosie Revere the Engineer 

• The Enormous Turnip 
 

• The Gingerbread Man 

• Avocado Baby 

• What Does Peace Feel Like? by 
Vladimir Radunsky 

• Once There were Giants 

• The Squirrels Who Squabbled  

• Hansel and Gretel 

• 3 Billy Goats Gruff 
 
 



 
 

Robert Shaw Core Reading: Key Stage 1 

 

 

 Autumn 
 

Belonging 
 

Identity and Diversity 
Social Justice and Equity 

Spring 
 

Exploring 
 

Sustainable Development 
Globalisation and Interdependence 

 

Summer 
 

Discovering 
 

Peace and Conflict 

Year 1 • Books about different festivals – 
large variety from ELS service. 

• Harvest, Diwali, Rosh Hashana, 
Christmas 

• Fairytale focus in end of the day 
storytime alongside Scholastic book 
spine books (well known 
books/stories) 

 

• If you come to Earth by Sophie Blackall  

• Here we are by Oliver Jeffers      

• Me on a Map by B Sweeney 

• Non-fiction books about penguins and 
lions 

• Julia Donaldson book focus in end of the 
day story time alongside Scholastic book 
spine books (well known books/stories) 

• Lost in the Toy Museum by David 
Lucas 

• The Queen’s knickers by Nicholas 
Allan  

• Jack and the Beanstalk – different 
versions 

• Poems about our senses 
 

Year 2 • I shine by Sarah Asuquo 

• My Hair by Hannah Lee 

• Don’t touch my hair by  Sharee Miller 

• Scholastic book spine books (well 
known books/stories) for end of the 
day story time  

 
 

• Kaya’s heart song by Diwa Tharan Sanders 

• In a city by Honor Head 

• Non-fiction texts about Nottingham and 
Malaysia in paper and digital form 

• Scholastic book spine books (well known 
books/stories) for end of the day story 
time 

• Toby and the Great Fire of London by 
Margaret Nash 

• Stories and non-fiction texts about 
the Great Fire of London  

• Scholastic book spine books (well 
known books/stories) for end of the 
day story time 



 
 

Robert Shaw Core Reading: Lower Key Stage 2 

 

 Autumn 
 

Belonging 
 

Identity and Diversity 
Social Justice and Equity 

Spring 
 

Exploring 
 

Sustainable Development 
Globalisation and Interdependence 

 

Summer 
 

Discovering 
 

Peace and Conflict 

Year 3 • The Culture of Clothes by Giovanna 
Alessio and Chaaya Prabhat  

• The Twits by Roald Dahl   

• The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj 
Muhammad  

• The Kindest Red by Ibtihaj 
Muhammad 

• George’s Marvellous Medicine by 
Roald Dahl   

• The Accidental Prime Minister by 
Tom McLaughlin 

 

• Friends and Anemones: Ocean Poems for 
Children by Kristen Wixted and Heather 
Kelly  

• Nim’s Island  by Wendy Orr 

• Ariki and the Giant Shark by Nicola Davies 

• The Mess that we Made by Michelle Lord 

• The Blue Giant by Katie Cottle 

• The Day I Fell into a Fairy-tale by Ben 
Miller  

• Bill’s New Frock by Anne Fine  

• Matilda by Roald Dahl 

• Who Were the First People by Struan 
Reid.  

• Stig of the Dump by Clive King  

• The Wild Way Home by Sophie 
Kirtley.  

• Killer Cat by Anne Fine 

• Planet Omar by Zanib Mian 
 

Year 4 • The Secret Suffragette by Barbara 
Mitchell Hill 

• Windrush Child by Benjamin 
Zephaniah 

 
 

• The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 
 

 

• Mark of the Cyclops by Saviour 
Pirotta 

 
 



 
 

Robert Shaw Core Reading: Upper Key Stage 2 

 

 Autumn 
 

Belonging 
 

Identity and Diversity 
Social Justice and Equity 

Spring 
 

Exploring 
 

Sustainable Development 
Globalisation and Interdependence 

 

Summer 
 

Discovering 
 

Peace and Conflict 

Year 5 • Rooftoppers by Katherine 
Rundell 

• The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave 

• The Invisible by Tom Percival 

• The Snow Girl by Sophie 
Anderson 

 
 
 
 
 

• Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and 
Hamlet retold by Andrew 
Matthews 

• Shakespeare The Animated Tales- 
Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and 
Hamlet abridged by Leon Garfield 

• Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and 
Hamlet presented by Marcia 
Williams 

• William Shakespeare Scenes from 
the life of the world’s greatest 
writer by Mick Manning and Brita 
Granstrom 

• The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips by Michael 
Morpurgo 

• Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

• Angel of Grasmere by Tom Palmer 

• Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 

• Tales of World War Two by Hattie Hearn 

• When We were Warriors by Emma Carroll 

• Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 

• The Valley of Lost Secrets by Lesley Parr 

• The Extraordinary Life of Alan Turing by Michael 
Lee Richardson and Freda Chiu 

• Utterly Unbelievable World War Two by Adam 
Frost 

• World War Two Unclassified by Nick Hunter 

Year 6 • Reading for pleasure and shared 
reading: 

• The Night Diary by Veera 
Hiranandani 

• Lands of Belonging by Doona 
and Vikesh Amey Bhatt 

• The Extraordinary Life of 
Mahatma Gandhi by Chitra 
Soundar 

• The Merchant of Venice by Angela 
McAllister 

• The Merchant of Venice by Marcia 
Williams 

• The Merchant of Venice by Fiona 
Macdonald (graphic book) 

• What’s So Special About 
Shakespeare by Michael Rosen 

• Secrets of a Sun King by Emma Carroll 

• Myths, Mummies and Magic in Ancient Egypt: 
Comic Strip Myths by Stephen Davies 

• Total Chaotic History: Ancient Egypt Gets Unruly 
by Greg Jenner 

 


